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Attached is a copy of the ABIM President’s Annual Report for 2008. The Annual report will be presented at the ABIM Annual General Meeting on 13 March 2009.
Geraldine Smith
Executive Secretary
ABIM Annual Report 2008
ABIM represents the interests of UK manufacturers and suppliers of ingredients and mixes to the baking industry. The association in 2008 was made up of 17 member companies and two associate members from across the United Kingdom. ABIM is an associate member of the UK Food and Drink Federation and is a member of FEDIMA, the European bakery ingredients manufacturers‘ association.
Some of the key areas that ABIM’s Technical Committee had significant input into over the last year have been the formulation of a position on Trans Fats and an industry response to the FSA’s Consultation on their review of voluntary Salt Targets for 2012.  Near the end of 2008 ABIM submitted a response to the FSA’s consultation on Nutrient Profiling to highlight the sectors specific concerns, such as the proposed salt levels not being suitable for the sector for both technological and taste reasons and the requirement for “fine bakery wears” to be closer aligned to the breakfast cereal category.  
The ABIM Technical Committee continued its collaboration with HSL (Health and Safety Laboratory) into the research on the dustiness of Bread improvers. This saw Susan Fraser from HSL attend the ABIM Technical Committee Meeting in August 2008, to update members on their progress and a continued supply of samples for testing were undertaken by members throughout 2008. 

ABIM continues to play a prominent role in FEDIMA, the European bakery ingredients manufacturers association. Paul Morrow (Bakels) represents ABIM on the FEDIMA Executive Committee and Chris Morrant represents the association on the FEDIMA Technical Committee.  

Alongside FEDIMA, ABIM also played an active role in the continued discussions and lobbying regarding enzyme labelling and the revision of the labelling directive.  ABIM submitted the Fedima position on enzyme labelling to the FSA, followed up directly by Jean Christophe Kremer of Fedima.  Additionally in September 2008 Fedima wrote to CIAA and announced its resignation, alongside a collaboration of other European Associations, who were unhappy regarding the restructure of CIAA.
The Fedima General Assembly took place in Istanbul from the 9th to 11th of October 2008, where the Secretariat and some members were present.
ABIM are members of Baking Excellence, which aims to promote training and sponsorship opportunities across the bakery industry. Every year, ABIM offers a scholarship or training opportunity to students of, and individuals employed within, the baking industry. In 2008, the association continued its joint awards programme with The Worshipful Company of Bakers.  ABIM are please to report that two students, Michelle Freeman from Northallerton and Zoe Deakin from Droylesden Lancashire, benefitted from the SACCO/ABIM Award and they both attended Ecole Lenotre culinary school in 2008.

In 2008, ABIM agreed to provide support for industry training through The Bakery Skills Academy.  To which ABIM agreed to pledge some funds using surplus monies from the 2008 Accounts.

During 2008 ABIM maintained regular contact with colleagues across the baking industry – Federation of Bakers; National Association of Master Bakers; Scottish Association of Master Bakers; National Association of British and Irish Millers and Biscuit, Cake, Chocolate and Confectionery Sector Group. ABIM was also represented on the UK Baking Industry Consultative Committee (UKBICC) by Mr Keith Cunningham, Zeelandia. 

The ABIM Conference took place on 6th – 7th June 2008 at the Devonshire Arms Hotel in Skipton and guest speakers included Ed Garner the Communications Director for TNS Worldpanel UK, and Alette Addison, from the Food Standards Agency, working in the area of salt reduction and spoke about the current reformulation challenges with a particular focus on salt, fat and sugar and the FSA’s work programme in these areas.  The second half of the session focused on skills with guest speakers including Derek Williams the Development Director of Improve, our Sector Skills Council for Food and Drink Manufacturing, and Matthew May from the Alliance for Bakery Students and Trainees. The final speaker of the day was Dr Wayne Martindale from the Food Innovation Centre at Sheffield Hallam University.  Dr Wayne Martindale, a Research Fellow in Food Innovation at Sheffield Hallam University's Food Innovation Centre, discussed what the challenges and opportunities for environmentally sustainable and innovative business in the bakery sector where.
In September 2008 the All Member committee held a meeting which discussed the reorganisation of meeting schedules of ABIM going forward, links with FDF and the annual conference.  The meeting concluded that All Member meetings would be reduced from four per year to three per year and two of these meetings would link with the Technical Committee on the same day.  The Technical Committee would continue to meet four times a year.  ABIM also reviewed its membership status as an associate member to FDF and agreed, at the December meeting, that financially it was not an option to change this status but asked FDF to review their fee structure for consideration in the future.  Finally members agreed not to hold an annual conference in 2009, due to dwindling attendance over the years, and members would discuss during 2009 whether it would be viable to hold one in 2010.      

In 2008 ABIM also saw a change in Secretariat as Anne Boyd moved on to another role within the Food and Drink Federation and Geraldine Smith took over the position of executive secretary from September 2008.

Finally I would like to thank members for their ongoing support through my continued Presidency of ABIM and the support given to the Secretariat by the members.   
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